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STRUCTURE
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ÅMETAMORPHOSISANDTHENEEDFORA CHANGEOF

PERSPECTIVE

ÅBEYONDMECHANISM

ÅFOSTERINGAWARENESSANDRESPONSIBILITY



METAMORPHOSISAND THE NEEDFOR A 
CHANGEOF PERSPECTIVE
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²I!¢Ω{GOINGON?

άEVENTHOUGHI HAVEBEENTEACHINGSOCIOLOGYANDSTUDYINGTHE

TRANSFORMATIONOFMODERNSOCIETIESFORMANYYEARS, I WASATA LOSSFOR

ANANSWERTOTHESIMPLEBUTNECESSARYQUESTIONΨ²HATISTHEMEANING

OFTHEGLOBALEVENTSUNFOLDINGBEFOREOUREYESONTHETELEVISIONΚΩΣ AND

I WASFORCEDTODECLAREBANKRUPTCY. THEREWASNOTHINGςNEITHERA

CONCEPTNORA THEORYςCAPABLEOFEXPRESSINGTHETURMOILOFTHISWORLD

IN CONCEPTUALTERMSέΦ

ULRICH BECK, THE METAMORPHOSISOF THE WORLD
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METAMORPHOSIS

άTHISTURMOILCANNOTBECONCEPTUALIZEDIN TERMSOFTHENOTIONSOF

ΨCHANGEΩ AVAILABLETOSOCIALSCIENCEςΨEVOLUTIONΩΣ ΨREVOLUTIONΩ AND

ΨTRANSFORMATIONΩΦ CORWELIVEIN A WORLDTHATISNOTJUSTCHANGING, IT IS

METAMORPHOSING. CHANGEIMPLIESTHATSOMETHINGSCHANGEBUTOTHER

THINGSREMAINTHESAMEςCAPITALISMCHANGES, BUTSOMEASPECTSOF

CAPITALISMREMAINASTHEYHAVEALWAYSBEEN. METAMORPHOSISIMPLIESA

MUCHMORERADICALTRANSFORMATIONIN WHICHTHEOLDCERTAINTIESOF

MODERNSOCIETYAREFALLINGAWAYANDSOMETHINGQUITENEWISEMERGINGέΦ

ULRICH BECK, THE METAMORPHOSISOF THE WORLD
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THE END OF PROGRESS

άALTHOUGHTHEAGEOFPROGRESSIS, FORALLINTENTSANDPURPOSES, OVER

ANDONLYAWAITINGA PROPERPOSTMORTEM, WHATΩSNEWANDBEINGHEARD

FROMEVERYQUARTERANDGETTINGLOUDERANDMOREDETERMINEDISTHAT

WEτTHEHUMANRACEτNEEDTORETHINKEVERYTHING: OURWORLDVIEW, OUR

UNDERSTANDINGOFTHEECONOMY, OURFORMSOFGOVERNANCE, OUR

CONCEPTSOFTIMEANDSPACE, OURMOSTBASICHUMANDRIVES, ANDOUR

RELATIONSHIPTOTHEPLANETέΦ

JEREMY RIFKIN, THE AGE OF RESILIENCE
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²9.9wΩ{RATIONALACTIONS
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ÅInstrumentallyrational
(zweckrational) action

ÅValue-rational(wertrational) action

ÅThe crucialdifferencebetween
thesetwo actions is that the second 
sacrificesthe maximizationof profit 
in order to pursueand realizea 
value. Bothare rational



BEYOND MECHANISM
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A CLOCKWORKUNIVERSE
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ÅSincethe Scientific Revolution, 
Western culture imaginedthe world 
asa mostefficientmechanism

ÅAccordingto this mechanistview, 
quantity is more relevantthan
quality. Thisled to the adventand 
predominanceof economism

ÅThisis aƻŘŜǊƴƛǘȅΩǎWeltanschauung



EFFICIENCY

άTHEUNDERLYINGTEMPORALORIENTATIONTHATDIRECTEDTHEENTIRETYOFTHE

AGEOFPROGRESSISΨEFFICIENCYΩτTHEQUESTTOOPTIMIZETHE

EXPROPRIATION, CONSUMPTION, ANDDISCARDINGOFNATURALRESOURCESAND, 
BYSODOING, INCREASETHEMATERIALOPULENCEOFSOCIETYATEVER-GREATER

SPEEDSANDIN EVER-SHRINKINGTIMEFRAMES, BUTATTHEEXPENSEOFTHE

DEPLETIONOFNATUREITSELF. OURPERSONALTEMPORALORIENTATIONANDTHE

TEMPORALBEATOFOURSOCIETYFOLDSAROUNDTHEEFFICIENCYIMPERATIVEέΦ

JEREMY RIFKIN, THE AGE OF RESILIENCE
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DIFFERENTCAUSALITIES
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ÅAccordingto mechanist
determinism, what happenshasto 
be accountedfor by linear causality

ÅCutting-edgesciences, social aswell
asnatural, are lookingfor a more 
complexinteraction model

ÅFeedback and co-evolutionare the 
new keywords



UNDERSTANDINGPROCESS

άWESTANDIN THEDEEPESTNEEDOFA NEWCONCEPTUALFRAMEWORKTHAT

WILLALLOWUSTOUNDERSTANDANEVOLUTIONARYPROCESSIN WHICHSELF-
ORGANIZATION, SELECTION, ANDHISTORICALACCIDENTFINDTHEIRNATURAL

PLACESWITHONEANOTHER. WEHAVENOSUCHFRAMEWORKASYETέΦ

STUART KAUFFMAN, AT HOME IN THE UNIVERSE
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{Laa9[Ω{WECHSELWIRKUNG

άTHETERM[WECHSELWIRKUNG] INDICATESA CONCEPTOFREALITY(IN GENERAL, 
NOTMERELYSOCIAL) ASTHENETWORKOFRECIPROCALRELATIONSOFINFLUENCE

AMONGA PLURALITYOFELEMENTSέΦ

ALESSANDRO CAVALLI, INTRODUZIONEIN GEORG SIMMEL, SOCIOLOGIA
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FOSTERINGAWARENESSAND 
RESPONSIBILITY
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A COMPLEXRELATIONSHIP
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ÅA new perspectiveon complexity
calls for somethingmore than new 
mechanisms: the recovery of 
qualitative depth to relationship

ÅThe key to a better understandingof 
(self) awarenessand responsibility
liesin the dynamicbalance between
qualityand quantity



CODESOF BELIEF

άROLESALSOINVOLVECODESOFBELIEFτHOWMUCHANDONWHATTERMS

PEOPLETAKESERIOUSLYTHEIROWNBEHAVIOR, THEBEHAVIOROFOTHERS, AND

THESITUATIONSIN WHICHTHEYAREENGAGED. BEYONDALLTHECATALOGUING

OFHOWPEOPLEBEHAVE, THEREISTHEQUESTIONOFWHATVALUETHEYPLACE

UPONΨSITUATION-SPECIFICΩ BEHAVIOR. CODESOFBELIEFANDBEHAVIOR

TOGETHERMAKEUPA ROLE, ANDTHISISEXACTLYWHATMAKESITSODIFFICULT

TOSTUDYROLESHISTORICALLYέΦ

RICHARD SENNETT, THE FALLOF PUBLIC MAN
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OPEN SYSTEMS

ά¢HEINTELLIGIBILITYOFTHESYSTEMHASTOBEFOUND, NOTONLYIN THESYSTEM

ITSELF, BUTALSOIN ITSRELATIONSHIPWITHTHEENVIRONMENT. ANDTHIS

RELATIONSHIPISNOTA SIMPLEDEPENDENCE: IT ISCONSTITUTIVEOFTHESYSTEM. 
REALITYISTHEREFOREASMUCHIN THECONNECTION(RELATIONSHIP) ASIN THE

DISTINCTIONBETWEENTHEOPENSYSTEMANDITSENVIRONMENT. THIS

CONNECTIONISABSOLUTELYCRUCIALEPISTEMOLOGICALLY, METHODOLOGICALLY; 
THEORETICALLY, ANDEMPIRICALLYέΦ

EDGAR MORIN, ON COMPLEXITY
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THE GLOBAL

άTHEGLOBALISMORETHANTHECONTEXT: IT ISTHETOTALITYCONTAININGTHEVARIOUS

PARTSWHICHARECONNECTEDIN ANINTER-RETROACTIVEORORGANIZATIONALWAY. THUS

SOCIETYISMORETHANA CONTEXT, IT ISANORGANIZINGWHOLEOFWHICHWEAREPART. 
PLANETEARTHISMORETHANA CONTEXT, IT ISA WHOLE, BOTHORGANIZERAND

DISORGANIZER, OFWHICHWEAREPART. THEWHOLEHASQUALITIESORPROPERTIESTHAT

WOULDNOTBEIN THEPARTSIFTHEYWEREISOLATEDFROMEACHOTHER, ANDCERTAIN

QUALITIESORPROPERTIESOFTHEPARTSMAYBEINHIBITEDBYSTRICTURESEXERTEDBYTHE

WHOLEέΦ

EDGAR MORIN, SEVENCOMPLEXLESSONSIN EDUCATION
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AWAREAND RESPONSIBLE
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ÅTo be awareof global 
interconnectednessmeansto leave
behindself-centerednessand to 
acceptreciprocaldependence

ÅInterdependenceworks only if
responsibilitytowardsoneselfand 
the other is practicedand becomes
the keystoneof a new ecological
order
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